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Once again an excellent celebration of poetry was enjoyed by all on the last morning of
term. In total 96 poems had been learnt and shared over the latter half of the term.
The 28 finalists declaimed their poems to the assembled Middle and Senior school as
well as staff. As ever, a wonderful range of poetry was on offer from humorous to more
reflective themes. My sincere thanks go to all of the boys for being so enthusiastic in the
support of celebrating poetry at the New Beacon. My thanks also to Mr Swann for judging
our competition.

  Middle School winner:  Thomas H
  Senior school winner:  Charles L

BY

Declamations Competition



After the most enjoyable adventure enjoyed
by 25 New Beacon boys during the recent
half-term break, we have decided that we
would want more boys to experience the
‘wonders of Iceland’ in 2019. Here is your son’s opportunity
to enjoy Iceland with a group of New Beacon boys.

So, who is eligible to sign up for this amazing adventure?
Any New Beacon boy presently in Years 5, 6 or 7 may
apply.

This is an Icelandic Adventure different to any other trip
that your son may experience as it offers an opportunity
to:
§ Experience a culture you may not be familiar with
§ See sights that you can see nowhere else on the planet
§ Learn new scientific and geographical facts in a fun and

interesting way
§ Socialise with your friends outside the school environ-

ment and even make new friendships
§ Learn more about “what makes the Icelanders tick”
§ Find out how and why they did so well at Euro 2016!

Tour Party Leaders:
Mr Iain Presnell
(Experienced Leader – numerous residential camps and ISAC
Mediterranean Sea Cruises as Party Leader)

Mr Eddie Knipe
(Experienced Leader – numerous residential camps and ISAC
Mediterranean Sea Cruises as Party Leader)

Mrs Sonja Hunter
(ISAC Mediterranean Sea Cruises as Party Leader)

Mr Steve Ryde
(Head of Geography)

See the latest e-Bulletin for further details about how
you can book a place on this adventure.

THE ANDREW FLINTOFF ACADEMY
The Andrew Flintoff Cricket Academy is a fun filled

week of cricket coaching, games & activities.
Whether it’s your child’s first experiences of cricket
or they are a representative player, they will have
fun, improve, and be challenged on the Academy.

Don’t miss our new AFCA BLAST! Camps! AFCA
BLAST! is our new 3-day cricket coaching

programme featuring all the excitement of the
Andrew Flintoff Cricket ACAdemy packed in to the

shorter format, just like a Twenty20!

5 - 16 YEAR OLDS

Every Academy features a star visit from a current
or past Professional Player who will pass on
coaching tips that helped them reach the top!

AFCA is for boys and girls aged between 5-16
years old.  To find out more about this exciting

programme or to book now, visit
activatecamps.co.uk or call 01785 711572

The Andrew Flintoff Cricket Academy will be
running cricket coaching at The New Beacon

over the May half-term. Click on the link
below for more information.

All New Beacon families are eligible for a
10% discount.

BOOK NOW

Sevenoaks library was
delighted to receive our
display for their
Children’s section. This
year it is focusing on ICT
cross curricular work
with class topics in Years
1 and 2. Year 3 boys have
produced art to reflect
their enthusiasm for the events in the Winter Olympics.
Advanced paint tools were used to produce the work which
certainly brightens up the space. The boys are proud to have the
work on display – do spare a couple of minutes if you are in the
area. TW

Annual Library Display

THE NEW BEACON

“AN ICELANDIC ADVENTURE PART II”
EASTER 2019

CONGRATULATIONS
Seb (Y7) won Bronze at the
South East Youth Fencing
Championships, qualifying him for
the British Youth Championships
in Sheffield.
Fencers from MX, coached by Mr
Shepherd Foster, swept the board
and won Gold in all but one age
category.
Well done, Seb!  Mr Shepherd
Foster is something of a star, too!

MP

BOOKING DATE EXTENDED TO FRIDAY 20 APRIL

BOOKING DATE EXTENDED TO FRIDAY 25 APRIL

http://www.andrewflintoffcricketacademy.co.uk/venues/the-new-beacon/
http://www.andrewflintoffcricketacademy.co.uk/venues/the-new-beacon/


We were delighted to host Kidenza and their 14 piece
professional orchestra on Friday, 16 March. Boys
and staff were joined by nearly 1000 other pupils and
staff from eight local schools. The enthusiastic
audience were able to take part in orchestral classics
such as Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker, Elgar's Enigma
Variations and a favourite seemed to be Rodeo Hoe
Down by Copland, which was renamed Cowboy
Soup for the event!
It was great fun and educational, and we can't wait
for their third visit next year when they are going to
bring the ever popular Peter and the Wolf.
Thanks Kidenza. CS

As we entered Penshurst Place, we entered a room where we saw
a lady dressed up as a maid in 1588.  We saw how the Tudors
ate on a wooden square plate. In the middle was a circle for the
bread and there was a small side circle for the salt. All the left
overs would go to the poor.
After that we filed into a large room with a fire in the middle.
While we were warming up a man told us how music was played
and he demonstrated five instruments. My favourite were the
bagpipes.
In the next room we descended a couple of steps, to learn how
they treated injuries in the war against the Spanish Armada.
Then we walked quickly through some more rooms where we
saw paintings of Edward the sixth and Henry the Eighth and all
the Tudor royal family. These rooms led to a long hall and at the
end was an actor dressed as Queen Elizabeth the First. She taught
us how it would have been to meet the Queen, and she was very
strict!
The next room showed us what rich people would wear, and after
that we saw how people were executed in Tudor times. The
Bellman rang a bell to tell the people in the town that an
“entertainment” was about to start!
We all went outside after that and experienced what it was like
to hold a gun and a spear. These were much heavier than I
thought they would be.  George S, 4RT

On Wednesday 14th March 2018, Year 4 visited Penshurst Place
to learn all about the Tudors.  The first thing we did was to gather
around a fire and while we were standing we listened to a man
play the bagpipes and then the lute. After that we went down to
the barber surgeon, when we sat down Oscar got a frog put down
his throat. Then Timmy was going to get his arm cut off!

We then went to see Queen Elizabeth 1. William asked her how
old she was and she screamed at him! It is rude to ask a lady her
age. We then went to see a maid who said she washed her clothes
in urine. She also made us put on a hat to show if we were rich
or poor. Then we went outside to the punishment and execution
area, where Guy was put in stocks and we threw rotten tomatoes
at him. Afterwards James had a rope put around his neck as if
he was going to be hung! Giuseppe had his head on the block
and the bellman pretended to chop off his head.

The weaponry was the next place we visited and we all held a
pike. Patrick and Freddy held bows while Cosmo and Alex held
Muskets. Finally we went to the kitchen where Oscar had to
stand next to a fire and turn a roasting pig.

Finlay C, 4GH

On Wednesday, I went to Penshurst Place on a school trip.  My favourite thing was visiting the ‘Great Hall’ and listening to
a Tudor musician.  He played the bagpipes, a ukulele and a drum.  I also went down into the basement where I learnt about
what doctors used in Tudor times. To cure sore throats, they used to lower a frog down the patient’s throat! Yuk! We also
learnt about punishment used during Tudor times, if someone broke the law.  The punishments we learnt about included
beheading with an axe, hanging by your neck and being tied up and having rotten food thrown at you.  An interesting fact is
that if the victim pays the beheader lots of money to sharpen his axe, it will be a quicker death for him! Joshua H, 4CM

Year 4 visit to Penshurst Place

Kidenza Concert



Last week was Science Week for Pre-
Prep and Junior School. To fit in with the
world around us, our theme was the
‘Winter Olympic Games’ with a specific
focus on ‘Friction’.
Boys in the Pre-Prep had an investigation
to find out which material slid best over
a baking tray full of ice, making
predictions and then doing a practical
experiment to find the result. Boys in the Junior School each
made their own bobsleigh and sent them speeding down a
run. Different materials were stuck on to the runners to see
which material produced the most friction. They made
predictions, timed their bobsleigh down the run and then
made a scientific conclusion using the findings from the
experiment.
Thank you to all involved who made it a fun learning
opportunity for the boys. In hindsight regarding weather,
perhaps I should have waited a week!! RR

SCIENCE WEEK

Y1 Jamming  Session ~ Exploring ‘Sound’ in Science

RECEPTION
EASTER
EGG
HUNT



THE GRAYLING LECTURE

Saturday 21 April at 18:15
at The New Beacon School, Brittains Lane,

Sevenaoks TN13 2PB

18:15 - 18:45 Registration

18:45 - 20:00 PROFESSOR A C GRAYLING
acgrayling.com

BREXIT: THE NEXT STEPS
   IN THE FIGHT AGAINST IT

Questions

20:00 - 20:30 Interval
There will be a cash bar.  Please preorder your
drinks in the bar on registration.

20:30 - 21:30 BREXIT AND KENT
QUESTION TIME PANEL

   Hugh Mercer QC, The Law
   Dick Dunmore, Trade
   Dr Carlo Berti, NHS
   Madeleina Kay, Artist, Singer, Student

21:30  Close

Tickets £7.50 concessions £2.50 (under 26)

   available on

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-grayling-lecture-tickets-43745889123

Free parking is available at the venue.  Please only park in
designated areas.

The following public event takes place in The New Beacon Centre
on Saturday 21 April.  The views expressed therein are those of
SSTIE and do not necessarily reflect those of The New Beacon
School or of any employee.

What an honour to welcome such a prestigious
figure as Professor Lord Robert Winston.  Our boys
from Y5-8 plus boys and girls from six other schools
heard about bacteria, DNA, and medical matters.
After which a seminar was held for local sixth form
students who were thinking of studying medicine.
Key messages: have a go; learn from your mistakes;
stimulate the whole brain; EQ; humility.   It was
inspiring! MRP

Professor Lord Robert Winston

As part of the Book Week celebrations
which suffered a white-out during the
Beast from the East offensive, the
Middle School was treated to The
Young Shakespeare Company’s
production of “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream”. As ever, the boys thoroughly
enjoyed themselves with the language
and plot intrigues made manifest
through listening, talking and
participating with the actors which all
made for an unforgettably immersive
experience.
Also during this time, all boys were
invited to learn and recite a poem of
their choice during their English
lessons- it’s amazing to see their
enthusiasm and ambition given such
eloquent expression. Well done to
everyone.
All of the Year 8 boys were keen to read
to their reception buddies: the Year 8s
were armed with some real classics of
their own choice from the distant days
of their own reception year: “The
Hungry Caterpillar” being prominent
amongst these. This was truly a
wonderful occasion and will certainly
become a firm fixture.

BY

BOOK WEEK IN THE
MIDDLE & SENIOR SCHOOL

The Pre-Prep and Junior School had
a thoroughly enjoyable book week
drawing inspiration from Enid
Blyton’s The Magic Faraway Tree.
Among many other things, they
designed their own Enchanted
Wood, wrote descriptions of The
Magic Faraway Tree and invented
a new land, which they would find

at the top of the tree.   Many boys
took part in the poetry competition,
with the finalists performing their
poems to a panel of judges. The
standard this year was exceptionally
high.  There was a wonderful array
of costumes to bring the week to a
colourful finale.

CM

BOOK WEEK IN THE PP & JS

Our unique holiday camps blend adventure, hands on projects,
digital technology and storytelling with a Forest School approach.

From prototyping to set designing, fire lighting to wild cooking,
filmmaking to performing, geocaching to treasure hunting, our

missions inspire children by giving them the freedom and
stimulation to challenge themselves in an exciting outdoor setting.

The Hive will be running two adventure-packed
camps here at The New Beacon over the Easter
holidays,  Monday 9  - Friday 13 April. These are
open to children from any school; New Beacon boys
are eligible for 10% discount. Please enter this code
when booking. TNBPRT181901

Click here for further information.

https://www.thehive-kids.com/


UNDER 11A
The Under 11 A team have had an excellent season,
showing improvements in each match. In their first
tournament at Tonbridge School they faced
disappointment, being knocked out in a tight group
stage. It was a steep learning curve and in their next
tournament at Burgess Hill the boys played some

brilliant hockey, making the most of their scoring opportunities. These
performances enabled them to reach the semi-final of the cup, finishing third
overall. Well done, on what was a fine end to the season. Thank you to all
the parents who came along to support the team!           DB

END OF TERM HOCKEY REPORTS

UNDER 11B, C & D
It was a short but sweet season for the U11 B,
C&D squads. The boys played some great
hockey and scored a number of goals. The
positioning, running and passing was mainly
superior to that of the opposition and results
were pleasing. Defensively the teams were
solid and managed to keep a number of clean
sheets. A special thanks to all those parents
who came along and supported the boys.
                 DB

UNDER 13
This has been another very successful season with the U13 team being IAPS  South Champions
and qualifying for the National Finals for a second time over four years.
This very young team, with four returning next year, was brilliantly led by Robin D.  May be
a future International in the making.
Well done everyone who played hockey for the school and I hope you enjoyed the season.

IBD

PLAYED WON DREW LOST
Under 11 & 13 25 12 6 7

We recently received the
results of the final round of the
Primary Maths Challenge and
were delighted to hear that
George M was one of only 5
children in the country to
score full marks!   This was
from an initial entry of 68800
with about 1300 children
going through to round 2, an
amazing result well done
George.   We also won three

bronze medals, these went to
Ben D, Tim M and Henry C;
very well done to all of them
achieving mathematically at a
national level.   If you would
like to see some of the
questions then do have a look
at the PMC website where
there are sample questions and
past papers.  Well done to all.

JYB

This term we ran our first whole school
tables challenge.  This was the
brainwave of Miss Stone.   All boys in
years 3-8 competed in round one - a 50
question timed test, those that completed
it fastest with no mistakes went through
to round two.   This was a computer
based test, how many questions can you
complete in a minute?  You can try this
at home, it is called Timernator – multiplication; the highest
score for this round went to Edward G from 7C.  The best 20
out of an original 300 went through to the final round where
all the boys competed directly against each other with no age
allowance.  The overall winner was Max M from year 8; the
Junior School winner was Max M from year 3; Middle School
was George M from year 6 and Senior School Thomas G from
year 8.  The speed of answering was incredible with nearly
all the boys completing 50 questions in under a minute.  Well
done to all!

JYB

The Tablethon
MATHS SUCCESS MULTIPLIES

This team of boys from year 6 won the Somerhill Maths Race against 17 other local schools.
The same team had won in year 5 and were looking to defend their title.  We got off to a
slow start and took 10 minutes to answer the first two questions, however we answered the
remaining 18 in twelve minutes and finished with plenty of time to spare!  We were the
only team to finish and get 100%, and it was more difficult this year!  Well done to the
Team of George M (captain), Ben D, Bong-Ra N and Tim M and our lucky mascot
Mr Burton.  Unfortunately we were unable to retain the Year 5 shield as the boys were at
the Imperial War Museum! JYB

PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE

Somerhill Maths Race



The season started with an emphatic win
against Cumnor House.  A very strong
Yardley Court side then outplayed us.  It
was a tough lesson.   A number of hard
matches followed in which the boys
increasingly showed their qualities.  We
also played three 7’s tournaments.  In the
first we were undefeated. At Brighton
College (our second) we won our league
and then in the subsequent winners group

lost the final match.  At Shrewsbury House 7’s we once again won our league
qualifying for the winner’s round robin matches.  In this group we only lost to a
formidable Daneshill team.  The competition was fierce with 16 teams competing.
Well done to all the boys this season. CH

END OF SEASON RUGBY REPORTS
PLAYED WON DREW LOST

Under 12 & 13 16 11 1 4
Under 10 & 11 44 29 4 11

The majority of our rugby matches were played before Christmas, this due to
inclement weather wreaking havoc with our spring term fixtures. The squad
which comprised almost all of the year 8 boys gave a thoroughly good account
of themselves and must be complimented for their never-say-die attitude,
especially against stronger opposition. We rounded off the season by
participating in the Aldro Prep School and Shrewsbury House Sevens Festivals.
It has been a pleasure to have coached this group of keen rugby players and we
are indeed indebted to Mr McMahon for his input during our training sessions.
I sincerely hope that the boys will go on to enjoy playing rugby at their senior
schools. EK

UNDER 13A

UNDER 12AThe Under 12A team has had a very strong season.  It is never easy when we lose a
number of key players at the end of Year 6 who leave big boots to fill…but you do
get an indication of the boys’ mettle when several put their hands up and make every
effort to lift their game.  I am delighted with the progress made by every boy in the
squad, but especially the boys who were called up to the A’s, having previously
played B or C-team rugby…or having never played before in one case.
All this meant that we had an incredible season with a strong series of results,
culminating in the boys justifiably lifting silverware at the Aldro 7s tournament.  It
has been a long season and the boys have battled hard.  I look forward to seeing them
in action as Under 13s next year. MO

UNDER 11AUNDER 12B
This season was one of mixed fortunes:
injuries and personnel changes caused
a certain amount of disruption to the
structure and momentum of the team.
However, the competitive edge was
never lost and the desire to win
remained sharply whetted.
Well done to all those boys who played
in the team this season; each and every
one of them played a vital role in
keeping the spirit of the team alive. I
thoroughly enjoyed our Wednesday
afternoons together, however frozen and
muddy the conditions. BY

UNDER 11B
Wow, what a season of Rugby! I have been hugely impressed with the commitment
and work ethic by this team, epitomised by the leadership of Charlie C as captain.
All the boys contributed to the team, so much so that many have also represented
the A's this season too. We had some amazing victories but our season highlight
was a narrow loss away at Yardley Court on a miserable and wet Saturday
afternoon. However the weather didn't dampen the boys attitude or spirit and they
produced a performance that drew accolade from not only myself but Mr. Dunlop
and the opposition coach and referee too! Looking forward to next season boys,
well done. JY

UNDER 11C
A short season in terms of matches played,
but still a highly successful one. Three
matches spread out over a four month
period saw the boys to an undefeated
season, scoring 22 tries and conceding just
seven. There was plenty of free flowing
rugby on view and the scores were spread
around the team. It was also highly
encouraging to see boys elevated through
the squads with several C team players
representing higher teams during the
course of the season. Many thanks to
Jonny C for his captaincy and Mr Eisawy
for his assistance on the coaching front.

IP

UNDER 11D
The Under-11 D Team can be described as solid and hard to beat. They are a
fantastic bunch of boys who love playing rugby, and are a real joy to work with.
They have shown great quality passing, bravery when tackling and played so well
together as a team. Well done to all of them! ME



UNDER 10A
I am delighted with the enthusiasm and effort that the Under 10A team has made
this year in their rugby.  It is so pleasing to see them make so much progress in
so many areas of the game: their tackling, passing and lines of running have all
improved considerably, as well as their ability to read and anticipate the play.
The boys have been able to use this on the field to earn a number of excellent wins
over the term.
A fantastic group of boys: I wish them the very best for their future rugby and I
look forward to seeing them again at Under 12. MO

UNDER 10B
2017/18 will be a season remembered for
some close calls. The boys improved
remarkably towards the end of the season
after a slow start. Our highlight was a
thrilling victory away at DPS Cranbrook
scoring some wonderful tries. Our
attacking play with ball in hand
improved out of sight however we really
need to work on our tackling in defence
for next years campaign. The boys were
lead superbly by Folke R. Well done
boys! JY

UNDER 10D
A fantastic rugby season for the Under 10 D team. They have played brilliantly
throughout the season. Their tackling, support of play, decision making and passing
have improved massively. They have grown in confidence and have shown good
team spirit. Well done to all of them! ME

END OF SEASON RUGBY REPORTS CONTINUED…

UNDER 10C
This was a very successful season of Rugby for this set of boys although we lost the
first game (losing to DPS Cranbrook) by four tries to six the boys then went on to
win their next six matches.  A measure of this improvement can be seen in our return
match against DPS Cranbrook when the boys reversed this loss with an excellent
performance.  Our last match of the season was a match against Yardley Court which
resulted in a win by five tries to four to secure the double over them and we finished
the season perfectly with this tough hard fought competitive final match.

CH

UNDER 9
The Under 9 age group had their first season of contact rugby, with all 6 teams making
vast improvements during games sessions, which was reflected by strong performances
by all teams in fixtures against other schools.
Through the games sessions the priority for all boys was rugby skill development.
There was a key focus on developing contact skills in order to ensure all boys were
confident in making a tackle and being tackled during a game.  A highlight was that
all boys had numerous opportunities to represent the school in both home and away
fixtures, even though some matches were lost due to bad weather.
All teams displayed a strong team spirit through their matches, with a strong sense of

sportsmanship and fair play. The boys conducted themselves in a manner which
reflected very well upon both themselves and the school. All teams played well
throughout the season taking on the instruction from their coaches and applying it on
the pitch, leading to very successful seasons for all teams.
All teams played well and showed consistent progress throughout the season, which

culminated in a fantastic set of results against Hawthorns and St Michaels at the end of the season, which showed how much
improvement boys had made. Overall this was a very successful season for all students involved in the Under 9 rugby which
will lay a strong foundation for future rugby seasons to come.

                         JM

PLAYED 28
WON 13
DREW 7
LOST 8

CROSS COUNTRY
A season blighted by the weather was more about individual success than team awards. The
Rawlinson Run at Dulwich Prep was the opener and three boys made the top ten; Charlie W (8th
in the Y3 race), Edward H (6th Y4) and Matthew M (8th Y4). In the IAPS Regional Champs Tim
M medalled (bronze) and this was the start of a highly successful season for Tim, as he followed
it with wins at Claremont Fan Court and Epsom College. He also gained selection for the Kent
Junior Schools’ squad and finished the highest Y6 in the KSAA Championships at Duke of York’s,
Dover. Edward G also gained selection for Kent Schools but had to miss the inter-counties event
due to a skiing holiday. Many cancellations led to some disappointed runners, but with 30 boys
regularly attending early morning cross country club the sport is thriving at the New Beacon.

IP


