
 

 

Dear Parents, 

Regarding our Iceland trip in March, we would like to share with you some updated information 
regarding travelling after Brexit from “Discover the World Education”. 

I know there is a lot of uncertainty around travel at the moment and we wanted to reassure you that 
we are working closely with our suppliers and relevant authorities in regards to the New Beacon trip 
and putting everything in place to ensure we can deliver a great experience for your group.  

FCDO Advice - the FCDO have shared advice for people travelling to Europe (including Iceland and 
Norway) from 1 January 2021. 

Ahead of visiting Europe from 1 January 2021, travellers are being asked to visit 

https://www.gov.uk/transition to: 

 check passport validity using the: https://www.gov.uk/check-a-passport-travel-europe-1-

january-2021?utm_medium=uktrav-

partner&utm_source=social&utm_campaign=transition&utm_content=ABTA and renew now 

if needed. There will be new rules around passport validity when travelling to Europe after 1 

January 2021. 

 purchase comprehensive travel insurance that covers all needs, including healthcare. 

European Health Insurance Cards (EHICs) may no longer be valid from January 2021 

 check https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice for country-specific rules, including 

information on coronavirus restrictions 

We shall continue to keep you updated with matters relating to Brexit and/or COVID. Any queries 
you may have at this stage should be emailed direct to ek@newbeacon.org.uk and they will be 
forwarded to “Discover the World Education”. 

Yours sincerely 

Messrs Knipe and Presnell and Mrs Hunter 

6th November 2020 
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DISCOVER THE WORLD EDUCATION 
 
This advice from our tour operator: 
 
Currently we are suggesting that our schools wait and see what happens over the coming 
weeks/months as things are constantly changing and although it is unsettling, the chances are that 
the situation we are faced with will be different in 3 months’ time to the one we have now. That said, 
we understand that each school is different and that waiting may not always be possible.  
  
As a tour operator we are guided by the FCDO advice and must ensure we adhere to those 
requirements, i.e. we need to be able to deliver the trip that you have booked whilst ensuring we can 
stick to UK FCDO advice and Icelandic regulations.  
 
If we could not deliver your trip and made the decision to cancel then the group’s money is protected 
and they would be entitled to their money back, although it is worth saying due to the current 
circumstances, it would not be immediate and would involve initially going through your insurance 
company.  
  
We have had a few queries following the advice issued to schools from the Department for Education, 
in relation to overseas school trips. Although this guidance has been put in place as advice for 
schools, Discover the World would not make the decision to cancel your school trip based on this 
statement. The same would be if there was a local lockdown situation that impacted the school’s 
ability to travel. 
  
If the school makes the decision to cancel the trip, then at this point, as per our booking conditions, it 
would mean a loss of your deposits. So far you have paid your 1st and 2nd deposits. Your final payment 
is not due until 60 days prior to travel (which is when cancellation charges increase).  
 
It is worth your finance team contacting your travel insurance/RPA and Local Authority (if applicable) 
to look at recouping costs, as we have had many schools successfully claim this way.  
  

We are all sincerely hoping that the boys will be able to travel to Iceland. We will endeavour to 
keep you informed about events that could influence a final decision. 


