
 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
It was lovely to see so many of you (all be it virtually!) at our recent Y5 information evening - 
I hope you found it useful.  
 
As promised, an overview of the senior school application process can be found below. If 
you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in contact with me 
directly: tp@newbeacon.org.uk.  
 
With best wishes, 
Tom Probert 
(Head of Middle School) 
 
 
SENIOR SCHOOL APPLICATIONS (YEAR 5) 

 
 
The 11+ exam 
 

 11+ Kent Test is taken at the beginning of September. The date for this year’s test has 
been confirmed as Thursday 9th September. 

 Parents who would like their son to do the 11+ are advised to work on Reasoning, 
Maths and English skills at home.    

 Boys should be registered online between 1st June and 1st July.  This is done via KCC’s 
website, and the school cannot register a pupil for the test. Check Kent Test - Kent 

County Council for further details. 

 Once the 11+ has been taken, parents will receive an email from Kent Education 
(usually in October) informing them whether their son has gained a grammar school 
place as well as the scores for each paper.  The papers are standardised and your son 
will receive age-related points.   

 You apply to the Grammar School of your choice through the KCC Kent Test portal. 

 Offers of places are sent to parents the following March.    
 

ISEB test 

 Most independent senior schools are now assessing boys at Y6 using the ISEB (or 
Common Pre-Test) for entry at Y9.  

 Any school for which your son is registered and which uses the ISEB test can access 
his results. 

 This is an online test commissioned by public schools as part of their assessment 
process. Boys are tested in reasoning skills, Maths and English (SPAG and 
comprehension). 

 The test is adaptive and age-weighted, with a standardised score given. 

 We split the testing over a two-day period and will inform you of the test dates in 
good time. 

mailto:tp@newbeacon.org.uk
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 The test is taken only once per academic year – all senior schools registered for will 
be able to access the data. 

 The test is taken during the Autumn Term, and usually falls around mid-November. 
Most schools like the test to be completed by 1st December. 

 Boys who have a diagnosed learning difficulty (and in possession of an EP Report) 
can be granted extra time (25%) at the senior school’s discretion. This can vary 
significantly between schools. Extra-time pupils will sit their test in a separate room 
as they will be following different timings. 

 The New Beacon does not receive any results: the ISEB data is the property of the 
senior school(s). 

 Further details about the ISEB test can be found here: 
https://www.iseb.co.uk/Examinations-Assessments/Common-Pre-Tests  

 
PREPARATION 

 Most senior schools like prospective pupils to be registered with them by the end of 
Y5 – do check senior schools’ websites for exact dates. 

 It is the parents’ responsibility to register their sons for their chosen senior school(s). 

 Most senior schools use the ISEB test (or at least have some form of 
reasoning/Maths/English) and therefore all Y5 boys are working on the Atom 
Learning online exercises in school as well as increased English and Maths lessons.  

 Boys are familiar with the format of the tests due to using the Atom programme as 
well as annual CATs testing. 

 Parents who would like their son to do the ISEB assessment are advised to work on 
Reasoning, Maths and English skills at home and in the holidays. 

 Atom Nucleus, allied with your son’s school account, is an excellent combination for 
ISEB familiarisation: https://www.atomlearning.co.uk/pricing Using this programme 
‘little and often’ is advised initially. Gradually building up the number of sessions, as 
well as the occasional mock test, is recommended as the exam date nears. Quoting 
the code ‘WwcsvSyg’ will enable a 20% discount on your first month’s subscription. 

  In addition to Atom, other worthwhile programmes are BOFA, IXL, Keystone tests 
and Bond Online which provide helpful exercises. Your son will also be given specific 
preps by his reasoning teacher via the Atom Learning platform in the Autumn Term of 
Y6. 

 Most senior schools have an interview as part of their admissions process. In order to 
prepare your son for this, he will participate in a practice interview afternoon here at 
the New Beacon with The Headmaster. He will also do a science experiment 
workshop, some drama and will learn interview techniques.  

 It is important to remember that senior schools do not want to see ‘robots’ – they 
can quickly identify pupils who have been ‘over-coached’ and want to see a boy as 
himself and not regurgitating pre-rehearsed answers during interview! 
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TONBRIDGE SCHOOL 

 If you wish your son to go to Tonbridge School at 13, you will need to register him 
with Tonbridge during Year 5.  This is not done by the New Beacon.   

 Your son will sit the ISEB online test at the New Beacon in Autumn term of Y6 as 
outlined above.  

 All boys will also attend an interview afternoon at Tonbridge School, where they will 
participate in a variety of challenging activities including an interview.    

 The New Beacon will write a confidential report on your son as part of his 
assessment.   

 If successful, Tonbridge will offer a boy an unconditional place (for a Y9 start) in 
January. 

 If unsuccessful, boys will go onto a provisional list and will be required to sit a written 
assessment in Y7 (usually in late April).    

 
SEVENOAKS SCHOOL 

 Sevenoaks do not use the ISEB test to test candidates, instead they use their own 
Maths, English and reasoning tests. 

 Sevenoaks does not assess boys at Y6 for Y9 entry. Boys who wish to go to 
Sevenoaks in Y9 will sit an exam in the summer term of Y7. 

 Boys may sit for Sevenoaks for Y7 entry. They will a written test and interview at 
Sevenoaks in January of Y6.  

 
CATERHAM SCHOOL  

 Caterham is becoming an increasing popular alternative choice for New Beacon boys. 

 Boys can apply for entry at Y7.  They will be required to attend an interview in 
November of Y6 and then a written paper at Caterham School the following January.   

 Boys can apply for a deferred entry place at Y6 via the ISEB test. If successful a place 
will be given and held until Y9.  Boys can also sit an exam in the November of Y8 to 
go to Caterham in Y9.  

 
SUTTON VALENCE 

 Sutton Valence is very popular too. If you are considering this school for your son, 
you must register with them during Y5.  Sutton Valence has a similar assessment 
process to Caterham and offer places at Y7, deferred entry to Y9 as well as the more 
traditional Y9 entry.  

 
Boys attend a wide range of other senior schools in the local area and further afield – boys 
leaving The New Beacon have gone on to 21 different senior schools in the last five years. 
Mr Piercy and Mr Probert are very happy to give advice about future schools by 
appointment.   


