
  



 

This is one of the earliest team photographs of 'New Beacon' boys, taken in 1901, 

one year after moving to the Cross Keys site. In this photograph, three of these boys 

were killed in the Great War (WWI) including the brother of the war-poet Siegfried 

Sassoon, pictured here.



Captain Geoffrey Robert Wallace M.C. & Bar 

 

7th Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment 

b. 16 April 1896 

d. 27th August 1917 

  



Next morning, Monday 27th August, the downpour of rain continued. The state of 

the ground, bad enough before, became much worse. The great bog of shell-holes 

had become virtually impassable…On the left, the 1st/7th Battalion Worcestershire 

had gained no greater success. Knee-deep, and sometimes waist-deep, in the mud, 

the troops advanced through the shell-holes, but it was impossible to keep up with 

the moving barrage. As the shells passed, the enemy snipers and machine-gunners 

opened fire from every side.  

On the right flank of the Battalion, Captain G. R. Wallace led 'A' Company forward 

most gallantly. The attack had passed beyond the defences of Vancouver Farm and 

was nearing a concrete fort beyond it when two German snipers rose from a shell-

hole close at hand. They shot Captain Wallace and a corporal who rushed to his 

assistance. Sergeant Marchand, endeavouring to assist his officer, was wounded, but 

at the same moment Sergeant Cooper succeeded in shooting both the Germans. 

Captain Wallace died within two hours. 

Taken from Recognition - The Worcestershire Regiment - August 1917, by Martin Newman 

 

 

There are now 11,961 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War buried or 

commemorated in Tyne Cot Cemetery. It is now the largest Commonwealth war 

cemetery in the world, in terms of burials. 



 

At the suggestion of King George V, who visited the cemetery in 1922, the Cross of 

Sacrifice was placed on the original large pillbox. There are three other pillboxes in 

the cemetery. 

  



2nd Lieutenant Alan Scott Niven  

 

King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

b. 9 April 1895 

d. 4 November 1917, Passchendaele 

On his arrival in France on October 23rd, Niven was attached to the 9th Battalion 

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and at once was sent up to the fighting line at 

Passchendaele, just before the second Battle of Passchendaele, which lasted from 

October 26th to November 10th. On November 4th, 1917, he and another sub-

Lieutenant had in exhaustion flung themselves down, just as they were, in a dug-out 

in the trenches, when they were both instantaneously killed by a direct hit from an 

enemy shell. 

His Company Commander wrote: "He was not long in my Company, but during the 

short time he gained the admiration and respect of both officers and men alike: he 

was so keen and willing and did much to encourage the men during a most trying 

time in the line. Truly his duty to King and Country has been well done!" 

 

 

 



Captain Geoffrey Foster Griffith 

 

9th Battalion, London Regiment (Queen Victoria’s Rifles) 

b. 28 July 1891 

d. 26 September 1917 

The Battle of Polygon Wood 

The Battle of Polygon Wood took place from 26 September to 3 October 1917, 

during the second phase of the Third Battle of Ypres, also known as the Battle of 

Passchendaele. 

Captain G. F. Griffith led the attack with his battalion (2/9th) and was killed during the 

first attack on the pill boxes at Cairo. His body was never recovered. 

  



The 175th Brigade led the attack at 0550 on September 26th 1917, and attacked in 

support of the 59th Division on its right flank. In the assault was 2/9th Battalion, 

London Regiment and B Company of 2/12th London. 2/9th Battalion’s attack went 

awry due to heavy fog and the attacking troops ran into fire from Dom Trench and 

Cairo strongpoint. Both positions were neutralized but the troops stopped on the 

line Dear House-Aviatik Farm-Vale House, quarter of a mile short of their objective. 

The trenches had been shelled the same day… but there was practically no 

effective head cover, no traverses and very poor loop-holes. The ground was 

very wet and so the bank was rather sloped, in consequence of which the 

trenches were about 4 ft wide in places. The idea of keeping them as narrow 

as possible is of course what you want but as soon as the rain comes, the 

banks collapse and we had to dig every night to keep ourselves protected. 

Our company was very lucky in that we were not shelled at all. B Company 

whom we relieved rather caught it but had no casualties. Our artillery 

opened fire on the German trenches, which were only 100 yds in front of 

ours, so that we have an idea of what shell fire is like. We think that they 

keep practically no-one in their front trenches especially at night, but only 

snipers. It is a quaint sensation in the trenches, continual sniping at one, and 

the continual booming of artillery either near or far off. 

Food is brought up at night by orderlies to last for 24 hours. One manages to 

keep fairly comfortable but to keep warm is the chief difficulty especially 

one's feet. The trenches fill with water as soon as there is any rain and so one 

has to keep dry if possible. A difficult job too. As far as I can make out if the 

line advances each man digs himself in as fast as he can and then you 

convert it afterwards. That I suppose accounts for the lack of traverses as you 

want your fire trench as soon as possible. But the sheer practice of digging is 

good for the man being excellent exercise. Well, this letter is very disjointed, I 

am afraid, but one really gets very tired in the trenches as one is up all the 

night and most of the day and so you must excuse it. 

Letter to his brother, Harold, December 14th 1914. 

 

  



 

Lieutenant Richard Walter Atkin 

 

b. 8 April 1897 d. 14 August 1917 

Royal Field Artillery 

Richard Walter Atkin was the son of the Right Hon. Baron James Richard Atkin, Lord 

Justice of the Court of Appeal, and Lady Atkin, daughter of William Hemmant, of 

Sevenoaks. After the New Beacon, he attended Winchester College and played in 

Commoner XV and VI in 1914. He was both a House prefect and a school prefect. 

  



Letters about R.W. Atkin for his memorial service. 

You know how fond I was of Dickie, and the very high opinion I had of his 

sterling character. He did me loyal service, and left behind him an impression 

which will last in the New Beacon as long as it exists. Some boys make 

history, and he was one of them. Memories of Dickie still exist, handed down 

by tradition, and all the memory is sweet and pure and manly... 

Alas, he leaves a gap which will be hard, if not impossible to fill, but we can 

clothe its rugged sides with the flowers that he planted in the days that have 

passed; they will always spring to life when the sound of his name is heard, 

and the voice of the past bids us look forward to the future you, and those 

who loved him, will share with him. We cannot stay to mourn too long, for he 

calls us to follow after, and binds us close to his dear side with the chain of 

love that links us to Eternal God. Words, dear Atkin, are worthless at such a 

time, but it is something for you to know that the thoughts and affections of 

others flow round you in waves of sympathy. One of my great privileges was 

to have done something towards his training. I can thank God for that. 

A letter to Judge Atkin by Mr J.S. Norman, Headmaster of the New Beacon 

 

'Dickie' as most people called him, possessed the most charming and 

endearing personality. Always full of fun, he was a person who thoroughly 

enjoyed life. Always sweet tempered, he was never heard to run down 

anyone, no matter who it might be. Always cheerful, he was immensely 

popular wherever he went..... And so it was, wherever he went his presence 

was like a ray of sunshine on a cloudy winter's day. 

The Wykehamist - December 1917 

I feel I must write you a line to tell you how we all sympathise with you for 

the loss of your son. As you know, he was in this Battery all his service till a 

fortnight ago, when he was sent as a Senior Subaltern to A/92. There is no 

officer in the Brigade who will be more missed than he will. Whatever the 

circumstances, and they have sometimes been depressing enough, he was 

invariably cheerful and full of spirits, and this, combined with his undoubted 

efficiency, made him the valuable officer he was. He was killed practically 

instantaneously this morning by a shell while his Battery was firing a barrage 

in an attack. He was buried this afternoon in a cemetery which curiously 

enough adjoins the position now occupied by this, his old Battery. 

R.A. Holland, D./92. R.F.A., B.E.F 

  



I write to express my very deepest sympathy with you on the death of your 

son, R. W. Atkin. It was a tremendous blow to me personally, so that I can 

realise what a dreadful loss he is to you and Lady Atkin. He served under me 

in D/92 from early in 1916 until I took over my present billet...I was extremely 

attached to him, as indeed was the whole Divisional Artillery – officers and 

men. It had been my intention to try and get him his “jacket” in the R.H.A., 

and indeed a great friend of mine commanding U.R.H.A. was very anxious to 

take him. A more charming or loveable character never stepped. Only today I 

met the old Farrier Sergeant of D/92 who stopped me to tell me how upset 

the men were at the loss of your son. He was an extremely good soldier. Out 

of all the qualities which made him so, three are outstanding – he was very 

brave, tactful, and always cheery under adverse conditions. These three 

qualities would have brought him to the top of the ladder had he been given 

his chance. 

Major Alan G. Cunningham 

  



The Battle of Pilckem Ridge 

 

An advanced British 18 pounder RFA gun battery taking up new positions close to a 

communication trench near Boesinghe, 31 July 1917. After taking ground, Atkin's 

artillery division moved into position around Pilckem. Atkin was killed the day before 

the next assault, the Battle of Langemarck (August 16th - 18th).  

 

Stretcher bearers carrying a wounded man across deep mud near Boesinghe/ Pilckem Ridge, August 1st 1917. 



2nd Lieutenant Granville John Henry Feilden 

 

Seaforth Highlanders 

b. 27 August 1895 d. 25 April 1915 

“We advanced at dawn on Sunday, 25 April. The old Corps were as steady as ever, 

but our losses were very severe. Your son was killed instantaneously while doing his 

duty most well and gallantly. We were all fond of him, he was an absolutely first-class 

officer with any amount of initiative and ‘go’.” 

Letter from his Commanding Officer 

  



Captain Arthur Robert Montgomery Roe  

 

1st Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment 

b. 6th September 1882 d. 16th September 1914 

On September 9th, during the advance to the Aisne, he was in command of his 

Company, in the front of an attack on the German entrenched position, on the main 

road from Meaux to Chateau Thierry. Early in the afternoon he was wounded in the 

arm, but he continued fighting and, a few hours later, he was hit in the head. In spite 

of the severity of his wound he managed to raise himself as he was carried from the 

field and to shout words of encouragement to his men. 

Buried at Le Mans West Cemetery. Le Mans was the Advanced Base Hospital in 1914. 

  



 

2nd Lieutenant George Noel Bryan Haymes  

 

89th Punjabis 

He enlisted in the East Surrey Regiment, aged 17, and trained in India. He was 

commissioned and attached to the 89th Punjabis. He was assigned to Palestine in 

May 1918, part of the 125th Napier Rifles. On the night of August 19th, he led a 

raiding party, but never returned and was presumed to have died that night. 

After the New Beacon, George attended Dulwich College and Neuchatel in 

Switzerland. 

  



Lieutenant Humfrey Richard Talbot 

 

3rd (Prince of Wales's) Dragoon Guards 

b. 11 September 1889 d. 13 November 1914 

2nd Cousin once removed of the Colonel in Chief of the 3rd Dragoons, Major 

General Sir Reginald Talbot. 

  



Lieutenant Humfrey Richard Talbot 

6th November 1914  

At dawn on the 6th November there were several outbursts of rifle fire and the 

position was shelled at 9.10 am. There was no protecting wire, the countryside was 

open with some woods and a few farms dotted here and there. The Germans were 

entrenched about 150 yards from the front. Between 9 and 10.00am and again from 

noon to 2.00pm, there were heavy bombardments with renewed enemy rifle fire. 

7th November 1914 

At 2.00am on the 7th November, the Regiment was relieved by the 5th Fusiliers, 

reaching its bivouac at 6.00am. The losses had been heavy in the first fight… 

Lieutenant Talbot and 34 NCOs and men were wounded.  

10th November 1914 

On the 10th, the regiment stood to at 5.30am, moved up dismounted at 1.00pm, to 

trenches at Zillebeke. 

12th November 1914 

On the 12th November the 3rd Dragoons moved up again… [to] trenches about a mile 

east of Zillebeke, and at 5.00pm went into other trenches about a mile south-east of 

the village… nothing happened till 8.20am, when the regiment was subjected to 

some very heavy shrapnel and rifle fire.  

When relieved by the Blues at 6.30pm the Regiment had sustained the following 

casualties: Lieutenant Talbot had been previously wounded, when, sitting with his 

back to the parapet with four me, all five were skilled by concussion from a shell that 

landed nearby.  

Extracts from History of the 3rd (Prince of Wales’s) Dragoon Guards 1914-1918 by 

Captain H.P. Holt. 

  



 

2nd Lieutenant Royden Spencer Bayspool Porter 
 

 
b. 7 Aug 1890 

d. 6th February 1917 

 

Honourable Artillery Company 

2nd Battalion. 

Etaples Military Cemetery 

 

Royden Spencer Bayspool was born on 7 Aug 1890 in Streatham, London to George 

Joseph Bayspool Porter, a solicitor, and Ada Emma (nee Ray). 

He was their only son. By the 1911 Census the family were living in Sydenham, 

London and Royden was an Articled Clerk. In 1911, Royden enlisted in Honourable 

Artillery Company, giving his address as Lamport House, River Avenue, Thames 

Ditton. 

Already enlisted as a Territorial in August 1914, Royden would volunteer for Overseas 

Service. At some point he was an Acting Sergeant but was gazetted as 2nd 

Lieutenant on 2 Oct 1915 and went to France with 2 battalion Honourable Artillery 

Company on 1 Oct 1916.  

He died from Typhoid at Etaples Stationary Hospital 6 Feb 1917. 

The Honourable Artillery Company provided 2 Battalions of Infantry (1st serving in 

France from 18 Sep 1914 and the 2nd raised in Sep 1914 and serving from 1 Oct 

1916) as well artillery batteries during WW1. 

His father, G J B Porter Esquire, 2 Wardrobe Place, Doctors Common, London, 

ordered his headstone inscription: "FOREVER WITH THE LORD". His War Gratuity of 

£8 and arrears of £69 18s 1d. was paid to his Father, of Fendley House, Tring, Herts. 



Captain Robert Keith McDermott 

 

3rd Battalion (attd. 1st) Seaforth Highlanders 

b. 8th April 1885 

d. 20th September 1918 

The Battle of Megiddo was fought between 19 and 25 September 1918, on the Plain 

of Sharon, in front of Tulkarm, Tabsor and Arara in the Judean Hills as well as on 

the Esdralon Plain at Nazareth, Afulah, Beisan, Jenin and Samakh. Its name, which has 

been described as "perhaps misleading" since very limited fighting took place 

near Tel Megiddo, was chosen by Field Marshall Edmund Allenby for its biblical and 

symbolic resonance. 

“Br-General Weir was in an unpleasant quandary. His brigade had been on the 

move without water since 5 am and only at Beit Lid could he hope to find it. He 

had been ordered to make El Mas'udiye Station by nightfall, and he calculated 

that he could only do so if he was in possession of Beit Lid (also known as Bayt 

Lid) by 4.30 pm. The mountain artillery was delayed, as the mules could not be 

got forward until they had been watered. He decided finally to attack at 2 pm 

without awaiting the guns, under a machine-gun barrage, so that if successful he 

would be able to give his exhausted troops a drink and about an hour and a half's 

rest before continuing his advance. At that hour the attack of the 1/Seaforth was 

launched from the south, but was finally held up at 200 yards from the village by 

cactus hedges, after suffering 120 casualties with a high proportion of officers. A 

few minutes after the beginning of the attack, Lieutenant-Colonel W S Leslie, GSO 

1 of the division, rode up and informed him that the 21st Brigade was 

approaching to co-operate against Beit Lid and that the 28th Brigade would 

afterwards pass through to carry out the advance on El Mas'udiye by night.” 

taken from Military Operations Egypt & Palestine June 1917 to the end of the war, 

Part II, Page 507/8 

Captain McDermott was killed in action at Beit-lid, near Messudiyeh, Palestine. 



Major Miles Staveley M.C. 

 

Royal Field Artillery 

b. 31 August 1895 

d. 29 September 1918 

Major Miles Staveley, M.C., Officer commanding 340th Battery, 44th Brigade, Royal 

Field Artillery, died September 29th 1918, of wounds received in action near Epéhy 

the previous day. He was aged 23. On September 28th, near Epéhy, he and his 

Battery Sergeant-Major were wounded by the same shell and, as was stated in a 

special Brigade Order, he displayed the "…most admirable self-sacrifice and 

gallantry". He died at the Casualty Clearing Station in the early morning of 

September 29th 1918, and was buried at Doingt. 

  



His Battery had been in action from the beginning of the great final offensive, and 

other acts of great gallantry performed in those days are recorded in the statements 

that accompanied the recommendation for the posthumous award of the Victoria 

Cross. Though the recommendation was not successful they are a grand record of 

duty nobly done and death calmly faced to save others. 

“Major Staveley, who was mounted, ordered me to get the leading half 

Battery teams clear and then galloped off to the rear, which was being 

heavily shelled, both by H.E. (high explosives) and gas, and remained 

mounted under the heaviest fire, coolly giving instructions to the drivers to 

mount and drive the team away. Only when the last team was clear and 

some animals which had strayed were collected, did Major Staveley go to a 

position of safety with the remainder of the Battery. It was undoubtedly due 

to his absolute fearlessness that there were so few casualties to men and 

horses." 

Part of a submission for a VC recommendation, 

from a Subaltern in the 340th battery. 

His Brigade Commander wrote: [On September 28th, 1918, near Epéhy], “…he and 

the Battery Sergeant-Major were both wounded by the same shell. Major Staveley 

had one arm and one leg broken and an artery severed. Although losing blood fast 

all the time, he refused first aid until the dressers had attended to the W.O. A few 

hours later he died of wounds. He sacrificed his chance of life to save the Battery 

Sergeant-Major. So long as his strength lasted Major Staveley maintained command 

of his Battery, and showed a wonderful example of courage and endurance… " 

Doingt Cemetery and "The Royal Army 

Medical Corps on Active Service", near Epéhy, 

by Haydn Reynolds Mackey (1881–1979) 

  



 

General Sir Herbert Plumer, Commander of the Second Army, General Sir Herbert 

Lawrence, Chief of the General Staff and Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig standing on 

the steps of General Headquarters, Western Front. 

 

 



General Sir Herbert Alexander Lawrence was a New Beacon parent and friend of 

the Headmaster, John Stewart Norman. In 1918, Lawrence took over from Sir 

Launcelot Kiggell, also a former New Beacon parent, as Chief of General Staff under 

Field Marshall Haig. Lawrence was married to Isabel Mills, the sister of Charles 

William Mills, and aunt of Charles Thomas Mills. General Lawrence had two sons and 

one daughter. Both Lawrence sons, Oliver John and Michael Charles, along with 

Charles Thomas Mills, were killed in World War One. All three attended The New 

Beacon. 

 

General Sir Herbert Alexander Lawrence 

Lieutenant-General Sir Launcelot Kiggell was Chief of General Staff under Field 

Marshall Douglas Haig, from 1915 until December 1917. Kiggell was removed from 

his position, as a result of political pressure from Prime Minister David Lloyd George. 

He was a scapegoat following the failure of allied forces to achieve a decisive result 

at the Battle of Passchendaele and the German counterattack which retook almost all 

the British gains at Cambrai. 

 

Lieutenant General Sir Launcelot Kiggell  



Captain Michael Charles Lawrence 

 

Coldstream Guards 

b. 6th October 1894  

d. 16th September 1916 

Wounded at the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, buried Grove Town Cemetery. 

Both Lawrence boys attended Eton after The New Beacon. This photograph (above) 

was taken in his first year at Eton. 

The Battle of Flers-Courcelette (15 September 1916 – 22 September 1916) marked 

the first use of tanks. The attack was launched across a 12 km front on the 15 

September. Twelve divisions were employed along with all the tanks that the British 

army possessed, a total of 49. Sir Douglas Haig, the British Commander-in-Chief, had 

wanted tanks in readiness for the opening of the Somme Offensive on 1 July. 

However, they were not ready until September and Haig was determined to proceed 

with them at Flers-Courcelette despite there being a reduced number as it was 

argued that the tanks would be of little practical use in such small numbers. Sir 

Winston Churchill, who had championed the development of the tank, complained 

“my poor ‘land battleships’ have been let off prematurely on a petty scale”. 

  



2nd Lieutenant Oliver John Lawrence 

 

8th Bn. London Regiment (Post Office Rifles) 

b. 5th August 1893 

d. 26th May 1915 

Oliver John Lawrence was killed, by shrapnel, on the last day of the Battle of 

Festubert, which remains synonymous with the Battalion. 

In May 1915, the Post Office Rifles moved close to the village of Festubert, located 

between Béthune and Lille, which at the time was on the Front Line. On 9th May the 

main battle began with an attack by the British Army at Aubers in support of a French 

attack at Vimy Ridge. The battle dragged on; the Germans launched a counter attack 

and the Post Office Rifles were now holding a front line trench position and were 

subjected to day after day of heavy bombardment which, combined with poor 

weather, created thick mud and appalling conditions. 

Days of stalemate followed as the artillery bombardment continued for days on end. 

On 20th May the offensive was resumed and eventually the objective was captured 

by the British, but not without heavy casualties; in the Battle of Festubert alone over 

16,000 British troops were killed. 

I must say that during the last few days we have lost nearly half the battalion 

also losing six officers and several suffering with slight wounds and nervous 

breakdowns. It was heart-breaking to see the boys return from the trenches, 

the boys were knocked to the wide, and some platoons who numbered about 

61 men only about 14 left in some cases. 

Diary entry by Thomas May, The Post Office Rifles. 



Lieutenant Thomas Martin Garrod 

 

Loyal North Lancashires 

b. 24th August 1894 

d. 10th May 1915 

Thomas Garrod fought in the Battle of Festubert. He was appointed the Scout and 

Sniping Officer in February 1915. On 9th May 1915, the battalion made an 

unsuccessful assault on the Rue de Bois at Richebourg St Vaast. Thomas was 

wounded during the assault and taken to Bethune where he died. He was buried in 

the Bethune Town Cemetery. The Loyal North were due to be relieved by the Oxford 

& Bucks Light Infantry on the 10th May. 

Thomas Martin Garrod was the first of three sons of Sir Archibald Garrod and Laura 

Elisabeth Garrod who died in combat or on active service. Two sons were killed in 

action and the third died shortly after the war after contracting Spanish Flu in 

hospital whilst stationed in Germany. Two of the sons attended the New Beacon. 

 

Sir Archibald Garrod (1857-1936) was an eminent physician, biochemist, and Fellow 

of the Royal Society. Between 1920 and 1927, he was the Regius Professor of 

Medicine at the University of Oxford. He lost three sons between 1915 and 1919. 

  



Lieutenant Basil Rahere Garrod  

 

149 Squadron  

RAF 

Born 29 December 1897 in London. Died 4th February 1919. 

Son of Sir Archibald Garrod and Laura Elisabeth Garrod, of 133, Banbury Rd., Oxford. 

Commissioned into the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. Attached as an observer to 

the Royal Flying Corps and then 149 Squadron RAF. Posted to Cologne, Germany as 

part of the Army Of Occupation. Died of Pneumonia 4th February 1919. Buried in 

Cologne Southern Cemetery, Germany. 

Lieutenant Alfred Noël Garrod 

 

Royal Army Medical Corps 

Born 28 December 1887 in London. Killed in Action 25th January 1916. 

Although not a New Beacon boy, Alfred was the older brother of Thomas and Basil. 

Sir Archibald lost all three of his sons; two were killed in action and another died of 

the Spanish flu, whilst stationed in Germany after the war. 



2nd Lieutenant Hon. Charles Thomas Mills, M.P. 

 

2nd Lieutenant, Scots’ Guards. 

b. 13 March 1887 

d. 6 October 1915 

Charles Thomas Mills, known to his family as Charlie Tom, was born on 13 March 

1887. He was the eldest son of Charles William Mills, 2nd Baron Hillingdon and his 

wife Alice Harbord. He was the cousin of the Lawrence boys, Oliver John and Michael 

Charles, and the nephew of General H.A. Lawrence. 

The Mills family business was banking. Since 1793, members of the family – including 

Charles Thomas Mills’ father, grandfather and great-grandfather – had been partners 

in the London banking firm Glyn, Mills & Co. In 1910, Charles Thomas Mills went to 

work for Glyn, Mills & Co. 

Also in 1910, Mills entered parliament with a resounding majority, as the conservative 

member representing Uxbridge. For his first two years in that office, he was the 

youngest member, known as the ‘Baby of the House’. He was an active 

parliamentarian, speaking frequently on varied matters, including women’s suffrage, 

which he staunchly opposed in a speech in 1910. When asked how he managed to 

juggle his duties as a politician and a banker, he explained that he worked 14-hour 

days; all day at the bank and then all evening in parliament. He continued to 

represent Uxbridge until his death. 

For some years before the war Charles Thomas Mills had served as a lieutenant in the 

Queen’s Own West Kent Yeomanry, but in 1915 he arranged to be reassigned to the 

Scots Guards so that he would be sent overseas more quickly.  

 



Just before his regiment departed for France in June 1915, he was given a send-off 

by friends and colleagues in his constituency, at which he remarked: ‘I hope you will 

be good enough to think of me while I am away. I hope that you will pray that, above 

all things, I shall do my duty, very humbly it may be, and bring no disgrace upon you 

and upon my friends down here.’  

In September 1915, he spent a week on leave at home, to see off his younger brother 

Arthur, who was about to depart for the Dardenelles with the West Kent Yeomanry. 

On 6 October 1915, during the Battle of Loos, he was struck in the head, killed by a 

piece of shrapnel. 

Charles Thomas Mills was the sixth member of Parliament to die on active service 

during the First World War, and one of four who died in a single fortnight. He is 

commemorated on the Loos Memorial, France. 

  



Private (formerly Sgt.) George Lauder Hutchison Drummond 

 

b. 20th July 1881 d. 23rd May 1916 

G L H Drummond was the younger son of J. Drummond Esq. of Sevenoaks and was 

born 20th July 1881. He was educated at New Beacon and Marlborough College. 

After Marlborough, he went to Australia and when the war broke out, he enlisted in 

the Australian forces. He served in Egypt in 1915 and gave up his rank to be 

reassigned to the Western Front in France. He joined the 1st Division at Armentieres 

in March and soon was attached to the Intelligence Department. He was killed in 

action on 23rd May 1916 during a reconnaissance near the enemy's wire 

entanglement. 

The Drummond family were good friends with the Norman family, having both lived 

on St. John's Road in the 1880s, when Mr. Norman took over "The Beacon", and the 

sons from both families were of similar age. There is an individual plaque in the 

school chapel dedicated to G L H Drummond. 



Major Richard George Mann Johnston 

 

b. 7 April 1882 d. 25 August 1916 

Royal Field Artillery 



Major R G M Johnston was killed in the second phase of the Battle of the Somme, as 

part of the attacks on Delville Wood and High Wood in August 1916. He was the 

commanding officer of B battery 162nd Brigade, part of the 33rd Division. 

R G M Johnston was the eldest son of R C Johnston Esq., of Holland Park. He 

attended "The Beacon" and Marlborough College. He obtained a commission in the 

Royal Artillery from Woolwich in 1900, and served in the South African War in 1902. 

In 1910, he was promoted to Captain and for three years held an appointment as 

Adjutant, an administrative assistant to a senior officer, in the Royal Artillery. He was 

promoted to Major in October 1914, and served in the Royal Horse Artillery until his 

death, being killed in action on August 25th 1916. 

“At 8 o'clock on the morning of Friday, the 25th, the storm broke. Every 

battery position was heavily bombarded throughout the day with shells of 

every calibre up to 8” … All day long the storm raged so severely that in 

certain cases the detachments had to be withdrawn from the guns. Major 

Johnston of B/162 was killed whilst sending his men into cover—a loss which 

the brigade ill could suffer—and many of the detachments were killed and 

wounded; so violent, indeed, was the shell fire that the 18-pdr. battery 

positions of the 162nd Brigade, churned up from end to end, were rendered 

quite uninhabitable…” 

The History of the 33rd Divisional Artillery in the 

War 1914-1918. By Major J. Macartney-Filgate 

  



2nd Lieutenant Alan George Hilton Livesey 

 

b. 16 June 1889 

d. 25 September 1915 

Born on 16 June 1889 at Streatham, the youngest son of the late Frank Livesey, Civil 

Engineer and Georgiana Francis (nee Wood). Killed leading his men in the first attack 

at the Battle of Loos. 

The Battle of Loos (25th September to 15th October 1915) was the first genuinely 

large-scale attack of the war by the British and is historically noteworthy as the first 

time that the British used poison gas. It was also the first mass engagement of the 

New Army Units. In the battle, the British gas attack failed to neutralise the German 

defence and the artillery bombardment was too short to destroy the barbed wire or 

machine gun nests. As a result, losses were substantial. Compared with the small-

scale British efforts of spring 1915, this attack of six Divisions was a mighty offensive 

indeed – so much so that it was referred to at the time as ‘The Big Push’. Despite 

heavy casualties, there was considerable success on the first day in breaking into the 

deep enemy positions near Loos and Hulluch. 

Livesey was part of the first wave of the 2nd Brigade, near Hullach, and was killed in 

the first attack. There were 489 casualties alone in his battalion (typically 650-750). 

  



2nd Lieutenant Basil Charles Conroy Warde 

 

b. 28 February 1892 d. 30 July 1916 

After the New Beacon, B. C. C. Warde went on to Tonbridge School in September 

1907, and left from the Army Class at Christmas, 1909. 

After leaving School he went to Canada, and at once enlisted in the Royal North 

West Mounted Police and became Assistant Riding Master and Roughrider. His 

superior officer wrote of him as "...the grittiest youngster I have ever known. No 

matter how many times a horse threw him he was never beaten." On the outbreak of 

war, he came home and enlisted in the 16th Lancers, but realising that he was less 

likely to get to France at an early date in the cavalry, he applied for an infantry 

commission and was gazetted to the Oxford and Bucks. Light Infantry, June 26th 

1915. He went out the following winter, and was slightly wounded on the first day of 

the great advance (The Battle of the Somme), July 1st, 1916, but insisted on "carrying 

on" and remained with his Regiment. 

On the night of July 30th, he was leading his platoon in an attack on an enemy 

trench when he was seen to fall. He was for long reported missing, but it is now 

known that he was killed, shot through the head, that night. Letters received from the 

Regiment testify to his utter fearlessness and his value as an officer, and his 

Commanding Officer, writing at the time, said that his being "missing" was a "really 

great grief to all" and that he "could ill be spared by the Regiment." 

 



The Battle of Delville Wood 

Delville Wood was sometimes known as Devil’s Wood, and the fighting there during 

the Battle of the Somme was particularly ferocious. July 1st, 1916 saw the start of the 

Battle of the Somme. The majority of the wood was eventually taken by South African 

soldiers on the 15th of July 1916, and they held on grimly during numerous German 

counterattacks for six days, until they were relieved. 

Basil's Battalion was involved in operations around Delville Wood and Guillemont. 

Early in the morning of July 30th, the 2nd Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry and the 

24th Royal Fusiliers, supported by 5 Brigade’s Machine Gun Company, attacked from 

Waterlot Farm towards Guillemont Station, but the attack was unsuccessful, and the 

Units were forced to withdraw. There were heavy causalities that day and Basil was 

listed as missing and presumed dead. Eventually, his body was located. He now rests 

in Delville Wood Cemetery, France, not far from where he fell. 

“Zero was at 4.45 a.m., i.e., daylight, and much too late. The attack by B and C 

Companies on Guillemont Station failed after repeated attempts, and so the other 

attack (by A and D, towards Ginchy) failed also. We have 12 officer casualties, and 

more than 200 men. We naturally had no rest for the remainder of the day, and a 

disturbed night.” 

Based on extracts from the Regimental Chronicles of the Oxfordshire & 

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry Vol 26 1916-1917 

After the war, South Africa purchased the (Delville Wood) site in 1920, and it serves 

as a memorial to South Africans who fell, not just here but elsewhere. 

  



 

2nd Lieutenant Viscount Weymouth, John Alexander Thynne  

 

2nd Dragoon Guards (Royal Scots Guards). 

b. 29 November 1895 d. 13 February 1916 

Buried Vermelles British Cemetery. 

  



Vermelles village lies another mile south of Cambrin, and for part of the War was 

another hotspot. In Goodbye to All That, Robert Graves describes the village as 

having been “taken and retaken eight times last October” (1914). When Graves was 

billeted there in June 1915, he records that not a single house remained undamaged. 

It was only three-quarters of a mile from the British front line, and yet Graves and his 

fellow soldiers played a cricket match in the village, screened by the remains of 

houses from enemy observation. 

The Greys were in trenches near Vermelles. For the first two months of the year their 

Line Company, as part of the 5th Cavalry Brigade Battalion, saw a great deal of 

fighting, mining and countermining, and bombing raids. They suffered 66 casualties 

in those two months, most of those from a mine exploding under their trench. 

John had been commissioned in December 1914 and his regiment went to France in 

October 1915. In a letter home in December, he requested six turkeys, and the Scots 

Greys’ war diary records for 25th December: “Xmas Day – Troop dinners in each 

squadron at 2.00 pm until 5.00 pm.” The next day he learned that his battalion would 

be going into action in the trenches. By the time of his last letter home in January, his 

earlier excitement had evaporated: “I am now at the trenches, or at least in the rest 

billets behind them, and go up again tomorrow . . . I am afraid that I cannot raise any 

excitement (except that of funk) or enthusiasm over them.” In February he was back 

in the trenches when on Sunday 12th he was ordered to fire a mine near the parapet 

and was shot in the back of the head and died shortly afterwards. The war diary 

simply records in its losses: “Officers: 1 died of wounds Viscount Weymouth. 1 

missing . . . 3 wounded.” 

In February 1916, the shocking news of the death of Longleat’s heir John Thynne, 

Viscount Weymouth, reached Horningsham. The 20-year-old was serving on the 

Western Front with the 2nd Dragoons (Royal Scots Greys) when he was shot in the 

head in the trenches and died shortly afterwards. His death meant that the new heir 

to the Marquisate was John’s younger brother, 11-year-old Lord Henry. As the 6th 

Marquess Henry remembered, he stood outside the house in 1916 on learning of the 

death of his brother and thought: “How can I look after you? I’ll never be able to do 

it.” 

  



2nd Lieutenant Francis Perceval Lefroy 

 

73rd Field Company, Royal Engineers. 

b. 29 October 1895 d. 28 April 1916  

Buried Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery Extension 

73rd Field Company was attached to the 15th (Scottish Division), part of Kitchener's 

Second New Army (K2). In spring 1916, the Division was involved in German gas 

attacks near Hulluch (27-29 April 1916). 

Whilst the gas fell mainly on the front of 16th Division, on their left, 15th (Scottish) 

Division were also affected. The Division having recently taken over a section of the 

front line between Hulluch and Auchy-lez-La-Bassée (now Auchy-les-Mines). 

The casualties caused by the gas attacks at Hulluch led directly to the stepping up of 

the production of a new and more effective type of gas helmet, the small box 

respirator. Total British casualties from 27–29 April were 1,980, of whom 1,260 were 

gas casualties, 338 being killed. 

  



Captain Henry Lloyd Martin  

 

Queen's Royal West Surrey Regiment 

b. circa 1880 d. 28 September 1916 

Killed in the attack on the Schwaben Redoubt during the Battle of Thiepval Ridge 

(September 26th - 28th). 

Captain Henry Lloyd Martin was the only son of Mr. and Mrs. James Martin, of 

Hunton, Limpsfield, Surrey. Henry Martin attended Messrs. John Stewart Norman and 

Frank Ritchie's school, "The Beacon", in St. John's Road in Sevenoaks, before moving 

on to Tonbridge School in May 1893. 

He left young from the Middle Fifth in July, 1895, and entered the Stock Exchange in 

the office of Messrs. Martin & Hilder, and later became a partner in the firm of A. 

Brampton & Co. 

For five or six years prior to the outbreak of war he had devoted the whole of his 

spare time to work in connection with the Boy Scout movement, becoming 

Scoutmaster of the Lingfield and Dormansland Troop, and District Scoutmaster of the 

East Surrey Association. 



Captain Martin wrote a letter to his Scouts, to be opened in the event of his death. 

The following extracts from this letter were published in the Headquarters' Gazette 

for November: 

He being dead yet speaketh. 

"I am writing this on the eve of my departure. God only knows whether I am to return or not, 

but should it be His will that I am not to, I write these few lines to help you boys as far as 

within me lies the power. . . . Remember, boys, that each one of you brings an influence on 

your fellows either for good or bad. You will have many trials, many temptations, but, if, 

when they come, you think to yourselves, how can I help other people best, or what is the 

right thing to do, there is little doubt but what you will do right. In all that you do, don't 

trouble about what people think, just do what you believe to be right yourselves. Don't be 

goody-goody and just do what you think looks good because you want people to think you 

are good, but be just simple, straightforward, honest, kind-hearted, pure-minded boys, and 

you will turn out to be men well worthy of glorious England and all her noble traditions." 

source: Tonbridge at War/ Tonbridge School 

Henry Martin applied for a commission immediately after the outbreak of war and 

was gazetted as Temporary Lieutenant in a Service Battalion of the Queen's Royal 

West Surrey Regiment, September 23rd, 1914. He was promoted to his Captaincy 

March 13th, 1915. 

The Battalion went to the Front in July, 1915, and whilst in France he served as 

Intelligence Officer, and was placed in command of the snipers, and afterwards had 

command of B Company. 

In July 1916, the 18th Division, to which his Battalion was attached, greatly 

distinguished itself in the Battle of Bazentin Ridges. 

He had twice been slightly wounded, by an accidental explosion of bombs behind 

the trenches, and then in an attack on Trones Wood. On the 13th July, the 7th 

Queen's Regiment were ordered to attack and occupy Trones Wood and, though full 

success was not obtained, Captain Martin and his company held the north-east 

corner until reserves arrived the following day. 

In the Battle of Thiepval, September 26th to 28th, the Battalion again distinguished 

itself, and it was whilst leading B Company in their successful attack on the Schwaben 

Redoubt that Capt. Martin was instantaneously killed by a shell on September 28th, 

1916. 

  



 

 

Lieutenant Oscar Julius Tolmé Runge M.C. 

 

Middlesex Regiment, attached to the Machine Gun Corps 

b. 29 November 1890 (tbc) d. 15 October 1916 

Lieutenant O.J.T. Runge is commemorated on the Thiepval memorial. He was 

wounded and missing, and no remains were found. He fought in the Battle of Le 

Transloy (1 Oct 1916 – 5 Nov 1916). 

Lt. O J T Runge (who had been wounded when going over from the front line) and 

Sergeant Cooper attempted to keep the bombers (hand bombs/ grenades) at bay 

whilst the guns were got into action by standing on the parapet and firing at them. Lt 

Runge was again wounded, and Sergeant Cooper killed. The Germans were too 

strong for our men who had to retire having Lt Runge in German hands. The 2/D.L.I. 

did not reach their objective so that guns under 2nd Lt. ????? did not move but was 

able to fire on the Germans from our front line. Lt O J T Runge is wounded and 

missing. 

Taken from 18th Infantry Brigade Machine Gun Company War Diary 

  



2nd Lieutenant Sydney Jasper Hargreaves 

No photograph available 

b. 8 July 1898 d. 19 May 1918 

Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, Somme, France. 

Sydney J. Hargreaves is buried in Bagneux British Cemetery. Bagneux is near to 

Gezaincourt and the 3rd, 29th and 56th Casualty Clearing Stations moved to 

Gezaincourt in late March 1918. Hargreaves died of his wounds and one assumes he 

was in one of the clearing stations. 

The Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) was part of the casualty evacuation chain, further 

back from the front line than the Aid Posts and Field Ambulances. It was manned by 

troops of the Royal Army Medical Corps, with attached Royal Engineers and men of 

the Army Service Corps. The job of the CCS was to treat a man sufficiently for his 

return to duty or, in most cases, to enable him to be evacuated to a Base Hospital. It 

was not a place for a long-term stay. 

It is not clear where Hargreaves was wounded. The Grenadier Guards were involved 

in the First Battles of the Somme, namely Bapaume and Arras in late March 1918. 

Hargreaves died of his wounds in May 1918. It may be possible he was wounded for 

some time. 

CCS’s were generally located on or near railway lines, to facilitate movement of 

casualties from the battlefield and on to the hospitals. Although they were quite 

large, CCS’s moved quite frequently, especially in the wake of the great German 

attacks in the spring of 1918 and the victorious Allied advance in the summer and 

autumn of that year. 

  



Lieutenant Alfric Euan Allies 

 

8th Battalion Royal Welch Fusiliers 

b. 16 October 1890 d. 16 August 1915 

Commemorated Helles Memorial Panel 78 to 81 

Allies was gazetted a Temporary 2nd Lieutenant, in the 8th Battalion of the Royal 

Welch Fusiliers on September 9th 1914, and promoted Lieutenant February 1st, 1915. 

On June 29th the Battalion went out to the Dardanelles. 

On August 15th two companies of the Battalion were holding a line of trenches at 

the head of a dangerous salient, and the Turks were driving a sap up from their main 

trench some 70 yards distant, with a view to bombing our trench from a ridge that 

also commanded the bivouac area of the Battalion. 

The Commanding Officer decided to send out a bayonet party of 12 men, and 

selected Lieutenant Allies “...as an enterprising and capable officer.” Though it was 

daylight, he hoped that “…our machine-gun fire would enable them to effect their 

object in comparative safety. Lieutenant Allies charged gallantly 15 yards in front of 

his men, but they immediately came under enfilade fire. He was the first to reach the 

loopholes and was seen to fire his revolver into the trench, but then fell over the 

ridge towards the Turks, evidently wounded. He was seen crawling back up the slope 

of the ridge, but was again fired on, rolled back out of sight, and has not been seen 

or heard of since.” 

As all efforts to obtain news of him had proved fruitless, the War Office at last 

determined to presume that he was killed on that day, August 16th, 1915, at The 

Apex on Rhododendron Spur, named by the Anzac. 

Taken from the letters of his Commanding Officer and his Company Commander. 



Lieutenant William Hugh Grant 

 

7th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders. 

b. 13 June 1895 

d. abt. 26 September 1915 

Killed at the Battle of Loos 

The Battle of Loos was the first genuinely large scale British offensive action but once again 

only in a supporting role to a larger French attack in the Third Battle of Artois. British appeals 

that the ground over which they were being called upon to advance was wholly unsuitable 

were rejected. The battle is historically noteworthy for the first British use of poison gas. 

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial. 

Private William Callander Burn-Murdoch 

No photograph available 

7th battalion 

Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry 

b. 1 July 1888 d. 8 May 1915 

W C Burn-Murdoch moved to British Columbia, Canada, and became a Fruit Farmer, 

prior to enlisting. 

  



Lieutenant Wilfrid John McKenzie Hadfield 

 

b. 11 January 1889 

d. 10 September 1914 

He was educated at New Beacon, Repton and the "Army School" in Stratford-upon-

Avon. He then proceeded to R.M.C. Sandhurst, after which he joined the 2nd 

Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment on 6th November 1909. He became a 

Lieutenant on 17th April 1912. 

On 6th September 1914, he was severely wounded at the Battle of the Marne, having 

been ambushed whilst accompanying his battalion at dusk on outpost duty. He was 

sent to the base in a hospital train, on the 10th September he was transferred to a 

civil hospital for an operation, and died there the same day. He is commemorated at 

Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimille. 

  



2nd Lieutenant Cyril Ramsay Cook  

 

b. 10 February 1898 d. 9 June 1917 

Sherwood Foresters 

The son of Frank Cook Esquire, of Endcliffe, Caterham Valley, Surrey. He left England 

on April 3rd 1917 and was killed at Messines on June 9th 1917, aged 19. 

Cyril was killed on 9 June 1917. He has no known grave and is commemorated on 

the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Panel 39 and 41. 

The Battle of Messines (June 7th-14th 1917) was a brilliantly planned and executed 

attack that resulted in the capture of the Wytschaete-Messines ridge south of Ypres, 

a feature that had given the British problems since 1914 and which was important to 

hold for future offensive operations in Flanders. The battle commenced with one of 

the heaviest artillery bombardments of the war and the explosion of nineteen 

enormous and long-prepared underground mines. 

  



Captain James Alfred Balfour 

No photograph available 

Captain James Alfred Balfour was the son of Brigadier General Alfred Granville 

Balfour. He was born at Balbirnie, Fife, on 6 February 1879, and was educated at New 

Beacon, HMS Worcester and at the RMA Woolwich, where he was a Sergeant in the 

Infantry Company. He was gazetted to the Highland Light Infantry in 1909, and after 

spending a few months in the 2nd Battalion in Ireland, joined the 1st Battalion in 

India in November of the same year, and served with this Battalion continuously until 

his death, except for a short period in 1911 when he was ADC to the Lieutenant 

Governor of the United Provinces. 

He was promoted Lieutenant in 1912, and Captain in 1915. Captain AJ Balfour 

married, in 1916, Marie, daughter of the late Colonel Vandeleur, CB, Rifle Brigade. 

He had been appointed “Acting Major” some weeks before the action, and was 

actually Second in Command of the Battalion on the day of his death. 

“…it was his own personality and charm of manner that won him our affections… Jim 

had the fit, born in all leaders of men, of thoroughly understanding the private 

soldier and getting the very best out of him. He never asked a man to do anything 

that he would not do himself. He took, too, a leading part in all the games and sports 

in the Battalion. He was the best ‘dismounted officer at arms’ at the Lucknow 

Divisional Assault at Arms, and was second in the Durbar Military Tournament in 

1911, which was open to the whole of India.” 

"But it is as a friend and companion that Jim will be most missed by those of us who 

knew him best. He was one of those delightful people who always looked for and 

found the best in everything and everybody. I have never known a more thorough 

optimist. However dark the horizon, Jim was bright and cheerful, and always had a 

smile or joke about something." 

"Of his death, one can gather no authentic information. He is believed to have fallen 

10 yards inside the Turkish wire after having emptied his revolver... He died as all who 

knew him would have expected – fighting to the last like a gallant officer of the 

Battalion that he loved so well and was so proud to belong to." 

Excerpts from Balfour's Highland Light Infantry obituary 

 

  



Major Alan Purdie Dunlop-Hill 

No photograph available 

Royal Air Force 59th Squadron 

b. 11 December 1893 d. 8 February 1919 

Major Dunlop Hill was educated at New Beacon, Sevenoaks; Marlborough College; 

and Royal Academy, Woolwich, passing out 33rd in final examinations. When the war 

broke out, he was stationed at Gibraltar with the Royal Garrison Artillery. He went to 

France in the spring of 1915, and served with gunners and at G.H.Q. as a wireless 

officer. In June 1916 he joined the Royal Flying Corps as an observer, and returned 

home in January 1917 to train as a pilot. Returning to France in May 1917 he was 

gazetted Captain in September. He spent some months in 1918 in England; and then 

came as second in command to start the new aerodrome at Crail. In November he 

was back in France again, and he got his majority as a Squadron Commander in 

command of the 59th Squadron. 

THE LATE MAJOR ALAN PURDIE DUNLOP HILL, RA., R.A.F.  

It was learned with much regret in St Andrews that this gallant young officer had 

died at a casualty clearing station in France on Sunday last from pneumonia 

following influenza. He was a great nephew of the late Mrs Jessie Purdie of 46 South 

Street, formerly of Castlecliffe, where his mother lived for many years, and he married 

in 1917 Miss Noel Moir, youngest daughter of Dr and Mrs Moir. 

No.59 Squadron was formed at Narborough Airfield in Norfolk on 1 August 1916 as a 

squadron of the Royal Flying Corps. On 13 February 1917, the Squadron crossed the 

English Channel, deploying to Saint-Omer in northern France to operate in the army 

co-operation role, equipped with Royal Aircraft Factory R.E.8s. 

The Pilot and Observer of a Royal Aircraft Factory R.E.8 biplane (serial number B5106) 

of 59th Squadron receiving instructions. © IWM (Q 12167). 

  



Lieutenant James Christopher Francis Lewis 

No photograph available 

Royal Navy 

b. 23 December 1890 d. 26 April 1918 

Son of Brigadier General Bridges George Lewis, C.B., D.S.O., and Mrs Lewis (née Burn-

Murdoch); husband of Gladys Marguerite Lewis. 

JCF Lewis entered the Navy as it was transitioning to the new training scheme for 

cadets and was sent directly to the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth as part of the 

September 1905 intake term. Lewis was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on 15 

March, 1911. He was awarded a half-part of the Ronald Megaw Memorial Prize for 

1911-12. He would also win the Commander Egerton Prize for 1914. 

Lewis was appointed as gunnery officer in Brilliant on 22 October, 1914 and was 

slightly wounded in action on 31 October. On 1 December, he was made first and 

gunnery officer. He left the ship on 16 August, 1915 when he was appointed to 

Excellent for gunnery duties. In 1916, Lewis was appointed to Castor and for duty 

with Commodore (F) James Rose Price Hawksley, who judged him as a cool player 

who was above average as a gunnery officer. On 26 April, 1918, a telegram from 

Hawksley reported that Lewis had been missing since 4.15 that morning, and that he 

was presumed lost overboard and drowned. Lewis was never found. 

The Weekly Irish Times. Ireland's Roll of Honour. June 8, 1918 reported: 

"Lieutenant J C F Lewis, R.N., who is reported as lost overboard in the North Sea on 

April 26th, was the younger son of Brigadier General B C Lewis, C.B., of Sandbrook, 

County Carlow. He was educated at the New Beacon, Sevenoaks, and entered the 

Navy in January, 1907. He served on HMS Psyche, Australian Station, from 1911-

1913, appointed to HMS Brilliant in 1914, and took part in the operations off the 

Belgian coast in October of that year, in the course of which he was wounded. In 

December, 1915, he was appointed to another ship [HMS Castor, above], in which he 

was serving at the time of his death." 

  



Captain Sinclair George Traill 

 

1st Battalion, Cameron Highlanders 

b. 9 May 1890 d. 23 November 1916 

After the New Beacon, Sinclair attended Tonbridge School. He attended Sandhurst 

and was given his first commission in 1909. He went out to France in the first wave 

and was wounded on September 1914 at the Battle of Aisne. He rejoined his 

battalion in France in February 1915 and promoted to the rank of Captain. He was 

seriously wounded at Hulluch, in the Battle of Loos, on September 25th, 1915. 

He was very ill for a long time. He held a Staff appointment at home for a few 

months till he was sent out to France once more on August 6th, 1916, as second in 

command of the 5th (Service) Battalion of his Regiment. On November 16th, 1916, 

he was appointed Brigade Major of the 27th Infantry Brigade, 9th Division, 

commanded by General Maxwell, V.C. 

He was killed in a leave train accident at Gezaincourt. Sinclair was the second son of 

Major J. W. and Mrs. Traill, of Rattar, Castlehill, Thurso. 

  



2nd Lieutenant George Stuart Moke-Norrie 

No photograph available 

b. 13 November 1897 

d. 7 October 1916 

George was the son of George Edward Moke-Norrie. His brother was Charles 

Willoughby Moke-Norrie, who held the title Governor of South Australia and then 

Governor General of New Zealand. 

George Stuart Moke-Norrie was a 2nd Lieutenant in the East Kent (Buffs) Regiment 

and was killed in action at the Battle of Le Transloy in the attack by the Fourth Army. 

The Buffs were part of the 12th Eastern Division; the 37th Brigade. On the morning 

attack of 7th October 1916, the Buffs came under heavy German machine-gun 

barrage. The objective for the Division was Bayonet Trench and 500 yards beyond. A 

small gain was made in spite of heavy enemy fire but there were heavy losses and 

the conditions were horrendous. So few men made it to Bayonet Trench that it could 

not be held. 

  



 

2nd Lieutenant Hamo Watts Sassoon 

 

b. 4 August 1887 

d. 1 November 1915 

The youngest of the three Sassoon brothers, Hamo was born on 4 August 1887. 

Educated at New Beacon, Marlborough and Clare College, Cambridge, he developed 

a flair for mathematics and for all things mechanical, creative and scientific. Inclined 

at first to architecture in the end he opted for civil engineering as a career and, 

following his degree, worked first for the family firm of Thornycrofts before 

journeying to Argentina to build breakwaters and bridges in the area of the River 

Plate with the engineering and construction firm Messrs Walker & Company. 

Following the outbreak of war in 1914, like hundreds of other British professionals 

working abroad, he abandoned his career and returned to England to enlist. He 

joined the Royal Engineers, and obtained his commission in June 1915. 

He left for Gallipoli with the 1/1st West Riding Field Company on 17 August and 

landed on the Peninsula in early October, when the campaign to force the Straits and 

‘knock Turkey out of the war’ was in a state of disastrous inertia following the failure 

of the Suvla offensives in August. 



His active service career was very short. On the night of 28th October, during wiring 

operations in front of the British positions, Hamo was shot in the leg – an incident 

that was recorded starkly in the unit’s War Diary:  

‘Casualties: 2/Lt. H Sassoon wounded; Though gravely damaged, Hamo managed to 

crawl back into a frontline trench. After having his wound dressed, he was moved 

back, first to the Field Ambulance, where his wound was deemed to be very serious, 

then to a Casualty Clearing Station. Hamo suffered a ‘gunshot wound, left leg, 

compound fracture & tibia and fibia.’ 

He was transferred to the ‘Kildonan Castle’ on 1st November and died on board that 

vessel following the amputation of his leg; he was buried at sea that same evening. 

Hamo is commemorated at Helles Memorial. 

 

Siegfried Sassoon 

Siegfried Sassoon, an Old Beaconian, was a celebrated First World War poet. He was 

decorated for bravery during action but became increasingly critical of the nature of 

war publishing a letter in the Times. He survived the conflict and continued a 

successful literary career. 

  



In 1915, he was hit hard by the death of his brother in Gallipoli. In November 1915, 

he finally made his way to the front line in France. Here, he was shocked by the 

reality of trench warfare. The ugliness of war had a profound influence on his poetic 

outlook. He was also influenced by fellow poet Robert Graves. The work of Graves, 

combined with his own first-hand experiences about the horrors of war, encouraged 

him to write gritty, realistic poetry, emphasising the tragedy and futility of war. 

Siegfried gained a reputation for fearless bravery in action. He frequently took on 

dangerous missions with scant regard for his own life; his men felt tremendous 

confidence in his presence, inspired by his bravery and courage. On one occasion, 

Siegfried single-handedly took a heavily defended German trench in the Hindenburg 

line, killing an estimated 50 Germans with hand grenades. However, his response on 

taking the German trench was to sit down and read a book of poetry rather than 

signalling for reinforcements. 
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