
We will be focusing on animals, birds and people that live in cold places up until half term, so if you

have any books / DVD’s that the boys could bring in that would be great.  Thank you so much for

the items that have come in so far.
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Cold Countries

It has been another fun packed week for the boys and they continue

to impress us all with their progress and attitude to learning. We

have commenced our four week topic of ‘Cold Countries’ and have

introduced the boys this week to all aspects of it.

Much of our teaching is done through stories and we have focused on

a couple of texts this week titled ‘The Big Dark’ and ‘Immi’.  ‘The Big

Dark’ is a story about an Inuit boy called Chinoo who is heading to

see the first sunrise after the winter darkness and the animals he

meets along the way. The boys wrote about who Chinoo met and

what he saw. 

‘Immi’ is about an Inuit girl who goes fishing and keeps catching

colourful trinkets instead of fish. She decorates her igloo with all the

colourful things and when the igloo finally melts she drops her white

polar bear trinket in to the icy fishing hole. The story ends with a

little boy, who had been throwing the colourful trinkets into the sea

on the other side of the world, finding her trinket on his beach. 

The boys wrote about what special trinket they would drop in the icy

hole for someone to find. Their independent writing has made huge

progress, and we are very proud of their effort and ability.

We have continued our discussions about winter which was greatly helped by the drop in

temperature and generally freezing conditions.  Thank you so much for your photos taken over

the weekend regarding the Ice Sun Catchers.  Here are a few of yours to show you all. 

Understanding the World

We have also been learning about another special friend; ch.  Click here for the video about ch.

https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/TYAaXsYx/Xyehik4e
https://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/TYAaXsYx/Xyehik4e


This week the boys have started to look at place value and the concept that 13 is a ten and 3 extra

ones. We have also introduced ‘weight’ this week. The focus has been the language associated with

this and they have found heavier and lighter objects and have weighed different objects using

balance scales to see how many cubes weigh the same. We talked about kitchen scales and

bathroom scales and the different uses for them. 

The boys “played” some great games in ICT this week to consolidate their understanding of these

two topics. They can be found here and here.

The Teams Assignment for this weekend is to continue our focus on weighing to weigh objects you

have at home, using electric scales.  It's a great way to practically learn about weight, but also

learning to read larger numbers in the hundreds.  There is also a video to accompany this activity,

which can be found here.  Please do share your fun with us on Monday!

Playing games and making learning practical  develops many social  skil ls  and can

be such a lot of fun!

Mathematics

Next week it  is  capacity and a continuation of place value.  

An activity we would like you to do is to make an Igloo at home this weekend.  Methods could be

using sheets, but also using ice cubes, sugar cubes, marshmallows, papier-mâché etc.  

There are many useful ideas and videos on YouTube. Here are a few photos to help you.

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball
https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/mostlyPostie/index.html
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/5c20c80e-2de8-4933-9b32-3c4d4c0f8bb3


Running an engine while stationary pollutes the environment, costs money and is illegal!

An idling engine produces twice as many exhaust emissions than an engine in motion.

The Royal College of Physicians estimate 40,000 deaths in the UK are linked to air pollution.

It is illegal to engine idle outside schools.

Idling for 10 seconds wastes more fuel than restarting your engine.

Exhaust emissions contain air pollutants such as carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide,

hydrocarbons and particles that are so small they enter the lungs. Young children are

particularly vulnerable as young lungs are developing.

The boys have enjoyed an assembly about idiling.  We are delighted to be running an initiative put

forward by our Eco Committee with regards to engine idling. We are asking the whole school to

produce an A4 poster highlighting the negative aspects of engine idling.  A winner from each class

will be selected and placed around the school where cars tend to be static. These will hopefully

serve as reminders for parents of the harms of engine idling.  Posters might say “save petrol, turn

off your engines when stationary,” or “particles in petrol harm children’s lungs” and so on.

Please see this video link which the boys watched in school for more information on the dangers of

engine idling. 

Did you know?

We hope you have a lovely weekend, 

See you all on Monday.

Mr Braidwood, Mr Eisaway, Mrs Salt and Mrs Taylor

We are really looking forward to our Bedtime Read which is being

held on Wednesday 9th February, from 5pm - 6.15pm.  Thank you

to everyone who has completed the online permission form to our

Bedtime Read in a few weeks time.  It really is a special event, and

one that all boys remember throughout their time in school.  Here

is it again for those of you who haven't signed up yet. 

The Bedtime Read

Personal Social and Emotional

Happy Birthday to Rhett who turned 5 this week.

Other Notices

We have had a real focus this week on listening skills, behaviour and manners.  Unfortunately,

many of the boys are not able to follow simple instructions and cannot behave appropriately.  We

would like you to speak to your boys about their general manners and behaviour.  We always try

to uphold these core values but it has been a tricky week, and we have had to be very cross with

some children.  Simple things you can do at home to reinforce this include, playing listening games,

encouraging them to wait their turn to speak, not interupting others, and to be patient.  Please also

help them to use their knife and fork correctly, to cut their own food.

https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/environment/air-quality/no-idling-campaign/
https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/environment/air-quality/no-idling-campaign/
https://www.brent.gov.uk/services-for-residents/environment/air-quality/no-idling-campaign/
https://www.newbeacon.org.uk/2022/01/14/reception-bedtime-read/

